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This volume retraces the development and magnificent flowering of Mayan architecture in Mexico,

Guatemala, Honduras, and Belize over the period 300 B.C.-A.D. 1500. Tikal, the earliest Mayan

religious center, Palenque, famous for its ceremonial center, and Copan, with its hieroglyphic

staircase featuring 2500 glyphs, are among the cites featured.
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This is basically a coffee table book. Nice pictures, easy text, not too deep. A good reference if you

want to choose which Maya big spots you want to visit in your next vacation. It does suffer from not

reflecting more recent advances on the interpretation on Maya history, such as the Toltec influence.

But it is not apparently the objective of the book. This reviewer thinks that what the author wants is

for you to get interested in the Maya civilization, to respond to the beauty and greatness of its art, to

give to research and protection funds... All very commendable goals but perhaps a little too weak for

the more historically minded. Yet, even this last one can have a fine time reviewing this book which

is always a nice reminder of the places we saw, or want to visit someday.

This excellent book from Taschen,translated from the German,deals with Mayan architecture in

Mexico and Central America over the period 300BC-1500AD.Cities featured include Tikal,Palenque

and Copan.the 3 most famous cities while Chichen Itza and Bonampak are well illustrated.The text

is very well written and researched and there are 2 very good chronologies for monuments and



historical events.A good book for any library.
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